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INTRODUCTION

In Sanskrit Literature various meanings are given to the word
mtra. Jagadifa Tarkalankara, the reputed author of the Sabda-
ktiprakadika® uses this word in the sense of the science of argu-
ent. In the Pailcatantra®, a book of fables by Vispuéarman,
e word is used in the sense of a chapter. Kalidasa, in his well-
10wn drama® éakuntalﬁ uses the word in the sense of administra-
on. The word is used by Jayadeva in his Gitagovinda* in the
nse of the principal doctrine. Katyayana® uses the word in the
nse of the regular order of ceremonies and rites.

It has various other meanings also and they are not less than
ventyfive. The Tantra as a $astra denotes ‘that body of religious
ripture’ which is revealed by Siva to Parvati for the good of all
eople living in this wicked Iron (Kali) age. In this sense is the
rord most widely known.

The religious €astras of the Hindus are classed under four well-
rarked heads—(i) the Sruti, (ii) the Smrti, (iii) the Pudna and (iv)
ne Tantra. There are four ages or yugas—(i) Satya, (i) Treta, (iii)
Ivapara and (iv) Kali. Each of these ages has its appropriate astra
v scripture which is designed to meet the requirements of the
reople living therein. The Kularpava Tantra says, ‘a suitable

1. Tarkam tantranca viduSh vidusam fojakariki |
kriyate jagadiéena $abdasaktiprak@saka ||

2. Tantrath pahcabhiv etac cakira sumonoharam kavyam |

Mitrabhedamitrapraptikakoliikiyalabdhapranigipariksitakirakini ceti palica
antrant racayitva pathitaste rajaputral | '

3. Lokatantradmkarafh—Act. v.

4. Jitamanasijatantraviciram—Git. 11

5. Karmanam yugapadbhayas tantram—Kity. ( Apte ).
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Ji-tri i- alven to each age or yuga: Sruti to Satya, Smrti to
Teetd Pu;ﬁga to Dvapara and Tantra to Kali®’ The truth
to Je taught ever remains the same, only the method of its
pdli=ation and teaching varies with the ages. Sruti is the original
and] highest ~ource of dharma, as it is the Divine Revelation. The
Ii=is are only ~eers and not authors of the Srutis” which, according to
the- ~chool of extreme orthodoxy, are co-eternal with God and
indprnident of even Divine Causality (nparrugeya).  Smrti, Purina
el Tantra, all assume Sruti as their basis and are, in fact, merely
~pewial presentments of the same truths for the respective ages. The
teri Sruti® is often used in reference to Tantra and it is said to be
the tifth Veda® by the devoted tantrikas. Thus they place Sruti
ail Tintea on the same footing. They even go farther and opine
tht. for practical application the teachings of Tantra are to be
preterred in this Kali yuga to the a@caras dictated in the Veda,
“The velation of the Veda to the Tantra may be well-compared
with that of the Individual Soul ( Jivatma) to the Absolute
t Paramitma).

The Tantras are very often referred to as Agamas and Nigamas.
‘An dgama i+ <0 called because it proceeds (@gacehati) from the
nenth of Sambhu (Siva) and goes to Girija (Parvati), being
upproved by Visudeva (Vispu), and a Nigama is so called because
it emanates ( """.‘,'"’—"'7"7?’5) from the mouth of Girij to enter the
ear of Girida (Riva), being approved by Vasudeva®’ Thus a

‘. A’(.‘c Srusy Et:zm."ngﬂ,{/ Svirt tretiiyim smrtisambhavalh /
dripare tu purinckta) kaliwagamasammaiay /l
- St ayambliir esa bhagavan veds gitas toaya pura |
820 131 Isiparyantih smartire'sya na kiraki ||
S Fadiki tintriki caiza dvividia Kirtitis $rutil) |
[Manusamhits, Kulluka Bhatta's Com.]
. Bc‘:endge. *History of India’ 1. 77+ as mentioned by Arthur Avalon
11 his Introduction to the Principles of Tantra, sx1f. n.
T Agatam Sambhuvakirebhyo
GAtanca ginjamukhe |
MAtajica vasudevena
tasmid agama ugyate |
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Tantra is called an Agama where questions are put by Parvati
as disciple and answers thereto are given by Siva as preceptor,
and a Nigama where Parvati is herself the teacher. It should be
noted in this connection that the above is the special meaning of
these two terms, both of which also denote the Veda. It may
also be noted that devoted adherents have raised the Tantra to the
status of the Veda itself not because they like to popularize it but
because they really believe that it emanated from the Highest Soul
(Siva or Parvati).

The Tantras are so many encyclopaedias of the knowledge
of their time. “The Tantra deals with all matters of eommon
belief and interest from the doctrine of the origin of the world to the
laws which govérn kings and the societies which they have been
divinely appointed to rule, medicine and science generally. The
Tantra is not only the basis of popular Hindu practice, on which
account it is known as the sidhana-§astra, but is the repository
of esoteric belief and practices, particularly those relating to
Yoga and mantra-tattva. Indeed, as regards the last, which is
one of the most peculiar, and at the same time, most profound
aspects of Hindu teaching, the Tantra is to such an extent the
acknowledged repository of this spiritual science that its other name
is the mantra-&stra. Its claims to such a name could not have
been made good were there not some ground for its assertion that
it is a Yoga-Sastra for the Kali age. As to which Tantras,
however, are authoritative there appear to be differenees of opinion,
such differences being due either to a mistaken seetariamism, or
possibly to real divergences as regards doctrinal thought and histo-
rical descent”.

“In short, it is considered an error to regard the Tantra as the
petty éastra of any religious sect only, and a still greater mistake

Nlirgato givijavakirad

G Atasca givigasrutim |

MAtasca vasudevasya

nigamah parikathyate ||
Agamadvaitanirnaya.
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to limit it- operation to that which is but one only of its particular
methods or divisions of worshippers (acaras).**”

We actually find in the Tantras deseription of the Supreme
Being. the creation and destruction of the universe, classification
of creatures, the origin and worship of the gods, the heavenly
borlies, different worlds and hells, man and woman, cakra (centre)
of the human body, dharma, asramas and the sacraments, mantra,
vantra (magic diazram on which to worship), various forms of
-piritual training, japa, vrata, worship external and internal, medicine,
~cience and many other things.

The general characteristics of the Tantra are unique as com-
pared with those of the other dastras. In the first place, the Tantra
contains provisions of ~adhana for all irrespective of caste, creed
or sex. The Veda, on the other hand, does not provide for those
who do not belong to the superior castes. | Sadras and women are
exeluded from the vedic study as they are mnot initiated with the
sacred thread (yajiopavita) and hence the way to Self-knowledge
to be acquired by studying the Vedas is fully barred to them. There
are some who question the utility of the Tantra. But they do not
realise that but for the Tantra there would have been no
sadhana on the part of those who stand at a lower -cultural
status in the Kali age. Even for those who claim superior culture
and education, it may be noted, vaidika sadhana is impossible as
there is almost none who can lead the life of a Brahmana, Ksatriya
or Vaifva of the vedic age, for want of equipments that could
make the vedic rituals practicable with so many of the hard and
fast rules relating to them. The Gautamiya Tantra'® aptly remarks
that people of all castes, men or women whatever the case may be,
may have access to the tantric rituals or in other words, may be
initiated in the line of the Tantra. The Mahanirvana Tantra says,
‘A low kaula®® who refuses to initiate a candala, one belonging

11.  Arthur Avalon's Introduction [, xx7x/) to the Principles of Tantra.
12, Sarvavarpidhitarasca narinam yogyam cva ca—chap. L.

-

13. Kaufz, as an adjective, literally means relating to a family,



s
to the lowest and most unclean caste, or a yavana, a non-Hindu
into the kaula dbarma, considering them to be inferior, or a
woman, out of disrespect towards her, goes the downward way*.
All two-footed beings in this world, from the vipra (Brahmani) to
the candala are quite competent for kulacara*™.

In the next place, the Tantrais aboveall a practical <a~tra
primarily concerned with action (kriya) and ritwal. TIn this con-
nection itis to be understood that the Hindus establish a relation
between kriya (action) and jiiana (liberating knowledge). Although
action cannot directly secare knowledge that leads to lileration,
still it does not follow except through right action which consi=t= in
nothing hut certain exercises physical, mental and spiritual,
generically termed sadhana.

Sadhana has its own history and it has varied with race and
creed. The Hindu has everything regarding sidhana in the Tantra
which, on this accou;lt, is called the sadhana-$astra. Sadhana
includes in itself both worship (p@ja) and all its rituals. The Tantra
is thus a practical or pratyaksa €astra as it affords the diveet proof
of experience. Thus in the spiritual sphere, the necessity of the
Tantra must be admitted on all hands. The study of the Vedanta
may produce big intellectual giants and may help its students
to formulate philosophical theories but practically it has no valu
if it is not accompanied by sadhana. One may idly suppose thaf
the nirgupa Brahman can be realised by the mere closing of the
eyes and through vedantic talk, and scholarly disputations but i
should be remembered that to the sadhaka, philosophical an
ancestral, hereditary, ofa noble family, well born. Here, it isa noun i
the masculine gender and means a worshipper of Sa## according to the lef
hand ritual (v@mécira), the word in the neuter gender (kaxlamj meanin
the doctrine and practices of left-hand $akzas.

14. Candalam yavanam nicam matva striyam avanara |

kaulam na kuryit yah kaulaly so'dkamo yuty adhogatum ||
M. N. Chap. XIV, 187.
15, Viprady antyajaparyants dvipadd ye'ira biitale |

te savve'smin kulicare bhaveyur adhikarinal ||
M. N. Chap. X1V, 184.
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scientific disputations are like the cawing of crows, closing of the
eyes in pious pose i3 a fancy and vedantic talk is but a fashion.
Mere sastric speculations cannot secure liberating knowledge. Both
theory and practice are of utmost importance to reach the Highest
Goal. They should go together. “Whereas other $astras are
concerned with speculation only, the art of medicine and Tantra are
practical, self-evident and prove themselves at every step.

The Tantrais not only practical and all-embracing but also
fundamentally rational. Want of reasoning involves loss of dharma.
In India, religious views are diverse and many and it is said,
‘there is no sage who has not a doctrine of his own’. To find
out, therefore, which doctrine hest suits one’s capacity, one should
possess an amount of intelligence and reasoning power. The more
a man possessex these qualities the more competent he will be in the
realm of religion, and it is well known thz.lt the efficacy of the
sastric mantra very much depends on the competence (adhikara) of
the receyient.

There are some people, who in their zeal for the Vedanta speak
ill of the karmakanda relating to worship and ritual practices.
Of course, to one who has attained liberating knowledge the portion
of the dastra relating to worship and ritual practices is useless.
It should he remembered, however, that the mastery of the argu-
ments and language of the Vedanta does not necessarily lead to
Real Knowledge. A jiiani is one who not merely knows theories
of Self but at the same time practically vealises it. Real
Knowledge consists in spiritual experience (wawrhbhuti) that can
liberate the Soul from eternal bondage. Karmakanda helps the
attainment of spiritual experience and therefore it is interrelated
with jhana-kanda.

“*" The Tantra does not teach Absolute Monism. It embraces
hoth Dualism and Monism ; for, worship (upasand) advocated
by the Tantra, involves the dualistic idea, and spiritual experience
gained through upaszana, merging the Individual Soul into the Ab-
solute, involves the idea of one-ness between the worshipper and the
worshipped. This is, in short, the philosophy of the Tantra. Tt
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seeks to attain liberation for the jivas through enjoyment of worldly
objects, presenting themselves before them®®'.

It is often whispered in some quarters, that the Tantra éstra
is of recent origin and further that it is the creation of the people of
Eastern India where it largely prevails. But the antiquity of the
Tantra may be proved by facts and figures, and it is not Eastern
India alone where it holds its ground but the upper classes of Hindu
community throughout the whole of India are ruled by the Tantra,
so far as initiation (diksa) is concerned. There are faktas, vaisnavas
and $aivas among the Bengali Hindus of the higher class. The saktas
are initiated by the Sakti-mantra, the vaisnavas by the Vispu-mantra
and the daivas by the Siva-mantra.  All these mantras are the
exclusive properties of the Tantra. Like Bengal, Madras, Bombay,
Behar, Benares, Kashmere, Assam and almost every other notable
place of India have saktas, vaisnavas and faivas initiated by Sakti,
Visnu or Siva mantra, as the case may be, and thus follow the
tantric order. So it is but idle to suppose that the Tantra is the
creation of people of Eastern India and that it exerts its influence
here alone. Of course, the Bengalis rightly hoast of their tantrie
sadhakas like Parpananda, Sarvananda, Brahmananda, Ramaprasada,
Sadadiva and Thakuravani and tantric scholars like Kalicarana,
Raghunatha and others. Nevertheless, the Tantra €astra is not
their own making. The Bengali sadhakas and pandits like
those of other provinces have only prepared compendia and
developed the practical side of it to a considerable extent for the
benefit of humanity.

Some people are inclined to believe that the Tantra has come
out of the Mahayana doctrine of the Buddhists who worship Taig,
Vajrayogini, Ksetrapala and use mantra, bija and japa in the
cult of such devatas. But this is also a faulty notion, not at all well-
founded. There is similarity of doctrines and practices, no dotubt,
in the two systems but such similarity can hardly be a proof of
one borrowing from the other. As a matter of fact, we shall presently

16, Bugen moksam Gpnoti etc,—Matrkibheda-Tantra, 1ii. 1,
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ae that the Cina-Tantra is the originator of the vs:orship of "I‘ﬁ,rﬁ
CTard i refernad to in the Rgveda also) and that this ’.l‘antra ex1st'ed
in Iwlin much earlier than the Mahﬁy.ﬁna Buddhism made its
apprearie i the field.  Minor s:nm‘lantlf\s, here ar{d thele,. are
il cutweighed by a great dissimilarity, viz, the practice of an}mal
it Trisa known fact that the tantrikas advocate zlllllll'a]
wurithe in Paiicatattvasidhana®® while the Buddhists hold quite
L opposite view,

some are ~o very daring that they do not hesitate to assert that
thie presence of Sakti-worship in the Tantra which, aceordingz' to t-hem,
has hwen horrowed by its Eastern authors  from the abogigmes is an
evidence of it- recent origin. But they do not see that Sakti-devata
i~ wor-hipped and Sakti-pithas ave established in almost all parts
of India. In Benarves, there is Annapiirnd, in Kamaripa, there is
Kamdkhyi, in  Caleutta, there is Jayakali and so on. No one

1=, Puajwitativa generally means the five elements taken collectively
i.e. earth déuiti), water fap). fire (fejas) air (marut), and ether (wyoman) ;
but in the Tantras it means the five essentials of the tantrikas, also called
pudic tmuikira because they all begin with the letter 47 ; i. e., madya (wine),
minis 1 {meat),  mafsva (fish), mudra (grain) and maithuna (woman),

'This 1> the term used by tintrikas themselves in speaking of the
conjoined elements.  Vulgarly, they are called the five M’s (paficamakira),
heauze each ot the ordinary names of the elements commences with that
Jetter 'madva., muusa. matsya, mudrd, maithuna). Some of these have,
however, escteric names used by tantrikas amongst themselves. ‘‘Lata-
sidhana’ 15 a better and in some cases more accurate description of the
titth tattva than the word “maithuna” with its vulgar implications.’

[ Principles of Tantra, Intro. P. xxvi F. N. ]

‘The use of the rijasika pafcatattva 1s prescribed for ¢@ktas initiate in
vamicira.  This 1s overlooked n the common, though erroneous appellation
—>night hand" (daksina) and “left hand” (vima) worship, used 11 a sense
as i+the two had no sastnic connection with one another, The worship is
not “right™ and “left” m the sense of “proper” and “improper”, orthodox
and  heterodex, Each s a recognized form of worship, presented by the
“Tantra” tor differing grades of its sidhakas. Each has a common autho-
rity.  Therefure, mo follower of the Tantra which prescribes- these two
aviras thus speaks of them.’ [ Principles of Tantra, Intro. P, xxviii-xxix. ]
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knows when all these devis were established in those places. It i
he argued that the worship of the Sakti-devata, provided for in the
Tantra, proves that it is of recent origin, then the same thing mus
be said of the Pwmanas, the Mahabharata and the Veda which bea
evidence of such worship. Madhavacarya, Vdecaspati Misra anc
even éai)karicﬁrya have admitted the authority of the Tantra i
explaining philosophical doctrines. There were many compiler
of tantric treatises like Raghava Bhatta, Govinda Bhatta, Raghav
ananda and VirGpaksa. They all flourished before Krsnanand:
the vreputed author of the Tantrasara. Therefore, it shoulc
not be fancied that the Tantra oviginated two or three hundrec
years ago and that its development is due to Krsnanand:
alone.

References, both direct and indirect, to Siva and Sakti in the
Vedas, Upanisads etc., may be cited to prove a great antiquity fo
these deities who play the most prominent part in all Tantras
The Tantras maintain that the universe is the outcome of the
interaction between Siva and Sakti. They may be identified witl
Purusa and Prakrti of the Sankhyas with this difference that Prakrt
is held to be unconscious._ This Sakti ix referred to in the Rgved:
in her eight different attributes as Kali, Tara ete. Maya is anothe
name for Sakti. In the évetﬁs‘vatnmpanisad Maya is said to b
Prakyti and Mayin is said to be Paramesvara [ mayam tn prakytin
vidyan mayinam tu mahesvaram).  The Devistkta [RV. 10—125
of the Rgveda like the Devimahatmya (Candi) of the Markandeya
Purana eulogizes the Sakti-devata. The various names of Sakti sucl
as Kali, Karali, Durga, Annapiirps, Haimavati, Umi, Amba
Ambika and Ambalika are to be noticed in Devyupanisad
Tripuropanisad, Annapiirnopanisad  and Daksinamiirtyupanisad
Ambika is said to be the sister of Rudra in the Taittiriya Brahman:
[T. Br. 1.6.104].  This universe is said to be nothing but an energy
(the Sakti-devata) which may be equally proved by modern scienct
(Saltimatra-samuhasya visvasyanekavartmanah--Vakyapadiya, 3.2]
In the Vajasaneyi-samhita of the Yajur-veda (3.60—63) we finc
Siva, Tryambaka, Krttivasas and Pinakahasta as the names of Siva

M—2
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In the Satapaths Brahmana [6.1.3.18] we come across eight names
of Siva as Pafupati, Bhava, Mahan deva ete. In the %tharva—veda
[11.1.22] al~o we find Pasupati, Bhiitapati, Bhava, Sarva as the
name~ of Siva* The Kularpava®® Tantra aptly remarks that the
Tantra-éa~tra i< vedatmaka and not vedabzhya.

Siv Arthur Avalon’s remarks*® on the antiquity of the Tantra
literature are so illuminating that we make no apology for re-
producing them here.  “Whatever be the date of the first appearance
of specifically tantric doctrines, which, owing to the progressive
nature of its developments, may never be ascertained, it will be
probably  found, upon a profounder inquiry into the subject than
has been hitherto made, that the antiquity of the Tantra has
been much undevestimated.  This, however, does not mean that all
the current Tantras, or all their contents, are of great antiquity.
« Comparatively modern Tantras may, however, be based on older
versions now lost. On the orthodox hypothesis, moreover, there
ix no reason why new §astra should not even now appear in the
world.  The work of Siva has not come to an end with the inception
of the Kali-yuga. In this, as in other matters, Indian traditions,
when rightly understood, may perhaps be found to largely justify
itself. The following remarks of Professor Hayman Wilson have
a bearing on thix point, both on the general question of the antiquity
of the Hindu $astras and that of the Tantra, if, as is commonly
done, the date of the latter is to be fised with reference to the
alleged date of the pauranik period, which, according to general
European views, precedes them : ‘Tt is, therefore, as idle as it is
urrational to dispute the antiquity or authenticity of the great portion

* Vide : ‘Tantratattva’ by late Pandit Sivacandra Vidyarnava,
‘Tuntrer priicinatea’ by late M. M. Yadavelvara Tarkaratna in the
Sahityasamhitd of Idvina, 1317 B.S., and ‘Zuntrasya pricinatd’ (Sanskrit
S.thityaparisat-Patrik3, March, 1933) by Dr. Prabhat Chandra Chakravarty.

150 Tasmad vedatmakam Sastram viddhi kavlitmakam priye /

[ Rularnava, 2, 83 ]

14, Intraduction (2~ Lz'x—in) to the Principles of Tantra, Part I.
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Of the contents of the Puranas in the face of abundant positive and
Clrcumstantial evidence of the prevalence of the doctrines which
they teach, the currency of the legends which they narrate, and the
integrity of the institutions which they describe at least three
Centuries before the Chyistian Era.  But the origin and development
Of these doctrines, traditions and institutions were not the work of
a day, and the testimony which establishes their existence three
centuries before Christianity carries it back to a much more remote
antiquity—to an antiquity that is probably not surpassed by any of
the prevailing fictions, institations, or beliefs of the ancient world” ”

He adds further (p. leazi) :

“But want of faith in the éastra is becoming deeply rooted ir
People’s minds by the troubles into which they fall through failure
to realize the truth, and by the exposition to vulgar gaze of thing
-a proper understanding of which can be acquired from Gurus only
---Want of understanding of the $astra, together with actual abuse
of its injunctions by some of its adherents, have led to the insult
now levelled at it. Discussion and agitation and insult have, .. ..
to such an extent and with such constancy persecuted and wounde
the community of sadhakas that no one who is a son with a bod
of flesh and blood and strength can bear to see the sacred names c¢
the Mother and Father of the universe slandered and abused i

stach manner”. (8. C. Vidyarnava’s Tantratattva, P. 14, translated.)
) The Matrkabheda is an alchemical Tantra. In chapters I an
WV are elaborately explained the processes®® of preparing golc
silver, gem and mercwry®. Sankara (Siva) speaks of parad
(amercury) as his generative principle®2. It is curious to note that in
Buddhist Tantra also exactly a similar statement occurs. It is wel
Txnown that alchemy is a subject for the Buddhistic Tantras whic

20. Kenopayena devesa svarpariipyadi labhyate—1.3.

21. Mattejasa paradena kim ratnam na hi labhyate—1. 3.

22, Madviryah parado...... sphutitam manpil |

MS. belonging to the Durbar Library, Nepal for the industry and courte
of Pandit H. P $astri, who has wended his way through the bulky MS.
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are compatatively modern. Matrkabheda is unique in that i
the fir-t, if not the only orthodox Tantra, to deal with this subjec

A~ to the date of this Tantra as of all other Tantras, it is v
difficult to arrive at any definite conclusiox}. Tantras are belie
to he eternal (anadi) and emanating from Siva himself. There be
no human author named, we arve left to rely on internal eviden
only, for ascertaining their dates.

In the Introduction I. xxxiii—xlii to his History of Hir
Chemi-try Vol. II, Sir P. C. Roy observes,—“By the second centt
AD. we find the leading beliefs and ideas as crystallised in
Mahidyana literature fully in vogue. Thus we come across in 1
‘Blld({h{l-(‘al‘itﬂ’ of Advaghosa, who is admitted on all hands to b
contemporary of Kaniska such a passage as this: “This, Siry,
the Mubayana, the instrument of the law of the perfect Budd
which i the establisher of the®welfare of all beings, set forth
all the Buddhas®® The “Lotus of good Law” was translated ir
Chinese at the close of the second century A.D=+

Side by side with the growth of the scriptures another cla
of literature was called into being by the exigencies of the times-
we mean the Tantras, the necessity for which has been hinted
in the first volume®. However esoteric may be the doctrines soug
to be conveved through the medium of these productions, it wou
be idle to deny that there is much in them which is calculated
pander to the baser instincts of frail humanity. At what particul:
time these Tantras appeared on the scene is yet a matter of conje
ture, hut the views of Wilson which held the ground for more tha
30 years have now been found to be erroneous. Evidence is no
fortheoming from quite an unexpected source, which goes to proy
that Buddhist Tantras existed as early as the fifth or sixth centur

23 Cowell's trans. p. 184.S. B, E. Series, Vol. xlix.
24 Edkin’s “Chinese Buddhism,” p. 8q.
this sacred book—Fide Kern's Intro. p.

25. Vol 1. Intro. Ixx.

There were several versions
xxiii (S. B. E. Series).
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A.D., if not earlier*®. If Buddhist Tantras, again, presuppose the
existence of Hindu Tantras, one need not be considered as rash in
assigning an earlier age to the latter®”.

The Tantras found a congenial home in China. Amogha-
vajra, a framana of northern India and a brahmin by caste resided
in the celestial empire for several years between 746 and 771 AD.
and under his influence the tantric doctrines dealing with talis-
manic forms and professions of supernatural power first gained
currency there®s. Hence, long before his time Tantra must have
been popular in India. From the eighth to the eleventh century
A.D. we are in possession of authentic records as regards the
prevalence of Tantras in northern India, as it was about this
period that several of these were gradually imported into Tibet
by Indian Pandits, but they must have been composed much
earlier.®®

26. Vide : the Palm-leaf Mss. discovered in the monastery of Heriuzi in
Japan and carried from Central India. One of these is i the hand-wnting of a
famous Chinese priest, named Kanshin, who came to Japan in A. D. 753.
The MS. contains besides a Dharay’, five Tantras —‘Bud. Texts from Japan,”
ed. by Max Muller, Vol. i, pt. i, Intro. pp. 6-8. It 1s fair to conclude that
these Tantras existed in the land of their birth at least two centuries earlier.

27. Waddel says :—"No one has yet realised the vast extent to which
Mahiyana and tantric Buddhist remains cover India, nor sufficiently realised
the leading part played by the Mahiyana in Indian Buddhism during its
popular period."”

Journal of the Roy. As. Soc. (189.4).

28. Bun. Nanjio’s Cata. App. ii, p. 445. Amoghavajra translated 77
works including Usnsia-cakravarti-tantra, Garujagarbhaga-tantra and Vajra-
kumara-tantra.

Cf—Also “‘the existence of the Tantra $istras may thus apparently be
traced at least as far back as the 6th century A. D.” PZde “Annual Report,”
As. Soc. Beng. 1906.

29. In the first part of the eighth century two eminent pandits of
Bengal visited Tibet at the 1nv1tat10r: of its king and formally introduced
there Buddhism ; these pandits were Santi Raksita, high priest of the mona-
stery of Nalenda and his co-adjutor Padma Sambhava, a native of Udyana,
who took charge of the tantric part of the Buddhist liturgy. They were



14

Atisa gave a fresh impetus to Tantrism in the land of snow.
From the analysis of Mds by Csoma we also come to know in
detail the names with the dates of the Indian scholars who with
the aiil of the local interpreters (lu-charus) rendered into Tibetan
the various Sanskrit Tantras.

Some of these Tantras deal with alchemy and their contents
reveal to us the knowledge of chemical processes in India from
about the sixth to the eighth century A.D.32°

Fortunately we are not dependent upon the Tibetan Tantras
alone for gaiz{ing an insight into this dark recess in the history of
Hindu intellectual activity. In the course of our search for Mss.

followed by the sage Dipa{)kara-éﬁjﬁﬁna (Atisa)—b. A.D. 980, d. 1053. He
avquired p-roﬁciency in the three pitakas of the four classes of the Hinayana
“rivakas, in the Vantesika philosophy, 1n the three pitakas of the Mahayana
dctrine, the Metaphysics of the Madhyamika and the Yogacara schools and
the four classes of the Tantras. At the request of king Naya Pala he accepted
the post of high priest of the monastery of Vikramadili—Fde S. C. Das,
Journal of the Buddhist Text Soc. Pt. i.

20, Analysis of the contents of the Mds (Sttra) by Csoma de Korosi :
Anatic Researches, xx (1836), p. 583. “A work on preparing quick-silver,
the most powerful for subduing every sickness and for improving the vigo:
of the body."—*A work on turning base metals into gold”. We are thus
reminded of the contents of the Rasarpava and the Rasaratnikara.

*What wonder is it that yellow sulphur, purified with the juice of Butea
21 ndwsa, converts silver into gold when roasted thrice over the fire of cow-
dung cakes' >—:z,
[ Kimatra citram yadi p-tagandhakaly
palataniryisarasena {odhitah !
aranyakair utpalakais tu pacitah
karoti tdram triputena kaficanam [l
Rasaratnikara—a2. ]
‘\What wonder is it that Calamine......roasted thrice with copper converts
the latter into gold =3,
Hindu Chemistry, Vol, I, p. 2.
[ Kimatra citram rasako TaS€NAuietinernircaes |

kramepa Iu,‘tvﬁmbudharega rafijitah)
karoti {ulvam triputena kiicanam [
Rasaratnakata—3. ]
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of alchemical Tantras we have come upon a precious find, in the
shape of a Buddhist Tantra (Rasaratnakara) with Nagarjuna as its
reputed author. Itisa Tantra of the Mahayanist school and as
such its invocations are addressed to all the Buddhas®, and in
one place there is a pointed reference to prajiia-paramita®® (per-
fection of wisdom) appearing before Nagarjuna in a dream and
revealing to him the chemical knowledge®.

A noteworthy feature of this woik is that some chemical
processes are discussed in the form of a dialogue Dbetween Sali-
vahana and Nagarjuna, and Ratnaghosa and Mandavya®* These
last two names are held equally in veneration with Nagarjuna and
grateful acknowledgments to their services occur in some later
chemical treatises.®®

Rasaratnakara, in short, seems to us to be a typical production
representing the Mahayanist period of intellectnal activity and we
may not be wide of the mark if we put down 7th or 8th century
AD. asits latest date.

The existence of a vast ancient tantric literature with alchemy
as a component part has now been placed beyond doubt, thanks to
the searching examination of the Maharaja’s collection of valuable

31. Prapipatya sarva-buddhan | Cf. the opening invocation in the
Sukhavati Vy@ha : Om namah $risarva-buddha-bodhisattvebhyah |  Also,
-namaly pratyeka-buddha arya-{ravakinaim namo bodhisattvinim, in Arya
Mafjjuérimila Tantra.—V7de As. Res. xx, p. 512.

32. Cf. the invocation in Vajracchedika—

namo bhagavatya aryaprajiiparamitayai |
33. Prajiiparamita nifithasamaye svapne prasidikitam |
nimni t'k$pamukham rasendramamalam nigarjunaproditam | |

[ Prajiiiparamitd (perfection of wisdom) appeared before Nagarjuna at

midnight in a dream and revealed to him the ingredients of a recipe (con-

sisting of steel, copper, mica, pyrites, &c. ).
) ) Rasaratnikara—III. 4. 1.

34. Sri-nagarjuna uvaca—pp. 12---I4.

Salivahana uvica.—P. 13.

Ratnaghoga uvaca.—P. 14.
Vide Sans. Texts, p.p. 12---14, also Trans. p.p, 6--8 (Hindu Chemistry) .
35. Cf. Vol, L p. 77.
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MR&. of Nepal by the eminent scholars Bendall, H. P. Sastri
and = Lévi.  Of surpassing interest is the Kubjikamata, written
in Gupta character and copied about the sixth century A.D. This
«chool, though itself very ancient, presupposes the existence of
other schools and we have distinct mention of the Mahayanas
We now learn that the gradual fusion and amalgamation of Sivaite
and Buddhist Tantras had begun even anterior to the sixth
centwry. The Kubjikatantra was evidently composed outside
India Lproper, probably in Nepal. The Goddess Parvati encourages
her consort to proceed to the continent for the spread of the tenets
propounded by it?>™”.

From these valuable accounts about the Buddhist alchemical
Tantras we may readily conclude that the Matrkabheda-tantra,
being a Sivaite Tantra alchemical in character, must belong to a
period anterior to the fourth century A.D., as according to Sir
P. C. Roy the Hindu Tantras should have belonged to a period
at least two centuries earlier than the Buddhist alchemical Tantras.
The parallel passages in the Matrkabheda and another Buddhist
alchemical Tantra (‘mattejasa paradena’ and ‘madviryah paradah’)
cited above tend to show that the former was looked upon as an
authoritative work. In the Matrikabheda there is a reference to
the ‘Cina-tantra’ [ Cinatantranusarena pajayet siddhakalikam—1.7 ]
which introduced the worship of Tara for the first time and which
was afterwards popularized amongst the Buddhists. We should not
labour under a misconception that it was the Buddhists who first
introduced the worship of Taia and that ‘Cina-tantra’ is a Tantra
imported to India from China, for the fact is that no Tantra, Hindu
or Buddhist, was imported from China or Tibet to India but it was

the Indian scholars who carried the Buddhist Tantras to China
and Tibet.

36, Catalogue of Palm-leaf and selected paper MSS, belonging to the
Durbar Library,, Nepal, by H. P. Sastri (1905). Ixxviii, ez. seq.
Daksine devayinan tu pitryanas tathottare |
madhyame tu mahayanam iva-samjna prajiyate /|
37+ Gaccha tvam bharate varge’'dhikaraya ca sarvatal |
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The Matrkabheda-Tantra is divided into fourteen patalas or
chapters. Like the ot’her Tant}-as it is also presented in the form
of dialogues between Sankara (Siva) and Candika (Sakti).

Chapter I* raises two questions; one, of alehemic
interest i.e., of the preparation of gold, silver, gem ete., and the
other, regarding wine, technically called karana. At the very
beginning of the chapter the preparation of silver is spoken of.
After worshipping Siddha-Kalika, according to the direetions of
the Cina-tantra or Daksina Kalika, according to the divections
of the Kali-tantra, an amount of sambala, (‘viaticum) should
be heated with milk for some time; then it should be taken
out and thrown into water; afterwards it should be placed
on fire with an amount of copper, with mystical formulas uttered
over it. Some time hence it will be found that the alloy, so
made, is silver and nothing elge.®®

The chapter ends with an elaborate discussion of Candika’s
question how wine is turned into milk®® and how it may be free
from its unwelcome odour*>. There are twenty-three verses in
this chapter.

Chapter IT deals with the general process of creation, especialty
the birth of children out of the mother’s womb. This chapter is
but the sum and substance of the Garbhopanisad, so to speak.
Its importance lies in that it has a bearing upon the science of
embryology. This chapter contains twenty-two verses.

Chapter TIT discusses a very important question wherein lies
the peculiarity of the Tantra. Every other Hindu Scripture dissuades
men from the enjoyment of pleasures and persuades them to attain

* The questions discussed in this chapter are historically of great
value. We have hinted at this in some previous paragraphs.

38.  Satyam satyam ki Girye raupyam bhavati nifcitam—I. I6.

39. Karanawm dugdhariipam v kena rupena ankara,
tatprakaram makideva kypaya vada Sankara—i. I7.

40. Gandhakinam bhaven madyam kenopayena $ankara,
tatsarvam $rotum icchiimi yadi smeko'sti mam prat—I. 21,

M—3
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<alvation through abstention but the Tantra is just the reverse:
it teaches that salvation can be attained through enjoyment.
Acenrdingly, here also the question how salv:?tion. may be attained
hy enjoyment** is incidentally discussed. Tt is said that when a
«ulhaka is not attached to the things of enjoyment but thinks that
they are for the satisfaction of Kundali Devi (inner guiding Principle)
then e does not get entangled. Then follows a description of the
Homa-kunda for the performance of inner sacrifice which leads to
<ulvation.  Then another question of tantric importance is raised ie.,
the non-observance of caste distinction*®. Then is described the
efticacy of wine. Wine, if taken according to the dictates of the
Tantn;-.\"ﬁstm, leads to liberating knowledge. Wine is called surd
because it imparts divinity (suratva) as soon as it is enjoyed+.
There are forty-five verses in this chapter.

Chapter IV discusses the merits of wine called karana. The
ucveptance of the nirmalya of Siva and karana is sometimes prohi-
bitel.  So, Candika raises this question and Siva in the course of
hix answers says that wine is the most potent cause of nirvana
( welf-realisation ). Tt is purer than the water of the Ganges
itwlf. But the character of it should not be disclosed to the
Pasfu-siadhakas even at the risk of one’s life**. This chapter contains
thirty verses.

Chapter V' discusses at length the processes of preparing
mercury.  According to the rules dictated in the Todala Tantra,
worship of the Devi is necessary and then japa should be done
over the thing heated for the purpose*>. This chapter has some
Importance from the chemical point of view. Then, how a sadhaka
may attain siddhi with the help of an unmarried or a married girl

. Bhogena moksam apnoti katham vadasi yogabhrt #—ui. 7.
$2. Jadyapiine mahlpunyam sarvatantre Srutam maya,
Jitibkedam na kathitan...... i, 30.
43. Suratram bhogamatrena surfi tenn Brakirtita—iii. go.
44 Gangd i karanam vari madyam paramakiranam—iv. I9.
No vakiagyam pajor agre pranante paramegvari—iv. 30.
15 Evam byte vakniyoge bhasmasay jayate kila,
“’"‘“]0:? bhavet Svarpam d/tanaa’dy('z}; prasidatah—u, 25.
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has been fully described. This chapter contains altogether forty-
three verses. ,

Chapter VI relates that everything of this earth may be
attained by the grace of Camunda Kali if the process of her
worship is rightly looked into and that nobody can do any harm to
her worshipper. It also describes the Solar and the Lunar
chpses and asserts that an eclipse is nothing but the contact of
Siva and Sakti; so the time when an eclipse occurs is said to be
very auspicious. Then the procedure of the worship and the
mantras of Camunda are also described in this chapter very
elaborately by means of which a sadhaka may attain siddhi. This
chapter is made up of sixty-nine verses. *

Chapter VIL is divided into three parts. The first part
explains the morning duties with some hymns about Srividya (Tri-
purasundari). Part IT describes the kavaca of Tripwa. Part IIT
describes the nature of Sandhya, its dhyana and the place in which
Siva (Sambhu) should be worshipped, there being different results
attributed to the different places of worship. Lastly, the dimension of
Sivalinga and its worship are spoken of. There are sixty-nine
verses in this chapter.

Chapter VIII describes the characteristic glory of Siva linga.
Vidvesvara of Benaves is said to he the sixteenth part of the
complete linga of Siva in Kailasa. Laksmi and  Nariiyana are said
tobe not even a hundredth part of the Parada linga of Siva.
p indicates Visnu, a indicates Kaliki, r indicates Sivu, and
indicates Brahma. So, Parada alone is the soul of Brahmi,
Vispu and Siva ; and one who worships  the  Parada linga attains
to the position of the undying Sambhu Himsclf.  There are varions
obstacles in making a Parada Siva for which fanti, svastyayana cte.
are necessary at the very outset. Twelve carthen lingas should he
first worshipped with sixteen upacaras for the purpose aceording  to

the dictates of the Todala Tantra®®. There are thirty-four verses in
this chapter.

46.  Paradam paramesani 6mlzmawwmw(ztmm{(:7;1—7

Yo yajet paradam Ligam sa eva Sambhur avyayaf—§,
[Vide : also, $4. 4, 5,6, 24, 15,20, 17, 18
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Chapter IX describes the processes how minerals are reduced
to ahes and the efficacy of these ashes as drugs*. The chapter
contains only thirty-one verses.

Chapter X is very important from the tantric point of view.
It proves how the Guru (Preceptor), the Mantra and' the Pevatﬁ
(Deity) are practically identical, they being the manifestations or
ﬂ(tl'i];lltl:‘w of one and the same Principle. The best of the sadhakas
sain the Mahamantra from the mouth of the Guru and the body
:f the Deity develops from the Bija or seed which is nothing but the
mantra itself. By meditating conjointly on the Guru, Mantra and
Devats the sadhaka attains siddhi, i.e., arrives at the principle towards
salvation ; so these three are said to be inseparable from one another-
Tt should be noted in this connection that according to the philosophy
and religion of the Tantras the Guru is the Siva himself, the Mantra
is his Bija or linga and the Devata is the agency through which the
Bija* is manifested into a Principle leading finally to Emancipation.
The sacrifice of animals like the goat, buffalo etc. is then highly
spoken of. In the Kali age, one attains the merit derived from a
horve-sacrifice by sacrificing the goat and other smaller animals.
Then follows the eulogy of this Tantra. It is said that this Tantra is
Brahman Itself*s. Hearing of this Tantra is more fruitful than

that of the eighteen Purdpas and the four Vedas with all the Angas.
There are twenty-four verses in this chapter.

47. Kirspavarpam renuyutam dystoa withapya sundari |
ratiipramanam tad dravyam bhaksayed yadi sundari ||
salyam salyam sarvakustham bhaksanan nasim apnuyat |
anupanam uUsnatoyam maisyidin parivarjayet ||

—81, 27—28.

* _.-\cc?rding to the Nitya Tantra, Maintras are of four kinds—Pinda,
Kariari, Bya and Mala according to the number of syllables.

o [ Vide, as to Bija, A. Avalon’s ‘Garland of Letters.
48.  Balidanam mahayapham kali-kile ca candike |

agvamediidikam yajham kalay nisti surebvari [|—z6.
Kevalam Sravanensiva sa siddho nitra samsayah—22.
Brakmartipam idam tantram sart saram Darat pavam—2z4.

[ Vide : also, §1, 11, 13, 23,
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Chapter XI describes in the beginning the procedure
relating to the offering of wells, palaces ete, to the Devi,
"with the glory thereof and the merits to be attained thereby. Then
the deseription as to the respective dimension of the yajiiasiitra
(sacred thread worn by the Brahmin) is given according to the
respective Veda by which the individual brahmin swears. A brahmin
who puts on a sacred thread without knowing the technicality of its
dimension is like a candala, indeed, however great he may be, no
matter if he be as great as Vyasa himself**. This chapter contains
forty-four verses.

In chapter XII the adharas for worshipping are described with
the respective results to be obtained therefrom. éalagrﬁma., mani
(gem), yantra (diagram), pratima (image), ghata (jar), jala
(water), pustika (book), Ganga (the Ganges), Siva-linga and prasina
(flower) are the chief adharas on which a deity may be worship-
ped. Mahavidya is only one in reality ; simply there is a differ-
ence in names®. One who is not faithful to the mantra does not
attain siddhi. Then the sadhana on a cremation ground™* is desecribed
in a few lines. There are seventy-nine verses in this chapter.

49. E'tat sanketam ajhiatvd yak kuryat sutradh@ranam |
sa candalasama devi yadi vyasasamo bhavet |}—44.
[ Vide : also, §I. z, 2, 36, 37.
50. ZBkaiva i mahtvidyd namamatram prihak pythak—40.

‘In Mathematics zero has no value and is merely an empty form-
less (Nirakara) thing, indicative of infinity until it is joined to an integer.
But when joined to the figure 1, 1t converts it into Io. Similarly when she
who is formless Brahman is joined to Her own Prakuti, consisting of the
three Gunas, spoken of in Sruti as ‘the unborn one, red, black and white’,
then she assumes for the fruition of the sidhaka’s desires ten different forms
(Dadamahavidya) whose variety is due to difference in the proportions of
the three Gupas. There are the ten Mahavidyas who are Siva and Sakti
(Sivataktimayi).’ See A. Avalon’s Introduction to Tantrik Texts, Vol, IX.

5I. ‘In every cremation ground (§malana where tantric rites are
practised) in India the refulgent and divine halo of Bhairavas and Bhairavis
(adept tantric men and women) is yet to he seen mingling with the light
of the flames of funeral pyres, rending apart the waves of nocturnal darkness
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Chapter XTIT deals with the japa (recitation) with mals
fhead~) and describes the nature of the beads with reference to
the particalar Deity (Devatd) worshipped by the sidhaka. The
mahi‘ankhamala is the best of all. The mantra of any Vidya (female
Deity) may be uttered on the mahasankhamala and the sadhaka
ma\: attain siddhi thereby®®. The manira should be recited every

———

and 1illuminating the wide expanse of Heaven. Dead and putrefying corpses
submerged (before and whilst awaiting burning, the corpse 1s placed 1n the
sacred stream) near cremation grounds are still brought to life by the force
of the sidhakas’ mantras, and made to render aid to sadhana and siddhi.
Whilst still hving in this mortal world Tantrik Yogis even now obtain,
through the potency of mantras, direct vision of the supersensual activities
of the world of Devas : She, with dishevelled hair, the dispeller of fear
from the hearts of Her devotees, still appears n great ctemation grounds
{mahaimadinas, where some of the most difficult forms of Tantrik Sadhani
are practised. The auspicious Kalikd is thought of as with dishevelled
barr—zizalitacitura,—and so 1s the hair of the devotee-—Karpﬁrﬁ.distotla,
3. I0). to give liberation to Her devoted sidhakas who, made afraid by the
fear of this existence, make obeisance to and supplicate Her. Sadhakas
still merge themselves in the Self of Brahman by laying their Brahmarandhra
ithe cavity of Brahman at the top of the head, here used for the head
generally) at those lotus feet of Brahmamayi (the Devi), which are adored
by Brahmi and other Devas. The throne of the daughter of the mountain
(the Devi as daughter of Himavat) is still moved by the wondrous, attractive
force of mantras. This, in the eyes of sadhakas, is the ever broad and
royal road upon which they travel untiring to the city of liberation,

The same forces, however, against which this book, as also other
rthodovies, protest, are in conflict both with Hinduism in its present Tantrik
uvrm and with Christianity of the older type. In the present muingling of
Rast and West, each is providing a ferment for the other, which, when all
> said. is as much 2 divine product as the Revelations which it sometimes
nppeafs to threaten. The embodied Atmag, however, must ever seek itself
evealing its search to us in that which we call the “religious spirit,” clothed

hough It must alse bein forms new or renewed—its changing expression
n a world of unceasing change.’

[ Principles of Tantra, Intro. PP, XII—XIII,

52 dkasmad va; makasiddpy mtzlzdéaiz,é/zd/élzyamdlayﬁ |
tathaiva sakaly vidya m

@hdsankthe vases Sad@ ||—4.
[ Vide : aiso, §1, 1, 3, 22,
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day and sacrifices of animals, too, should be daily made. There
are forty-five verses in this chapter.

Chapter XTIV describes three kinds of bhoga (enjoyment)—
divya-bhoga, vira-bhoga and the paSu-bhoga. The virais then
defined and very highly spoken of. Sura (wine) is said to be urgently
necessary in the vira-bhava (kulacara®). It is Brahman Itself.
Being cursed it became surd and as soon as the curse is removed
it becomes sudhd (nectar) indeed. The Guru (preceptor) should be
worshipped by a sadhaka and his wife together. The wife and the
son of the preceptor are also to be respected like the preceptor
himself as they are no other than his own selves®, so to speak.

At the end of the chapter we find some hymns about the
paduka of the preceptor. The last chapter contains forty-two verses
and the hymns on the paduka of the preceptor at the end are seven
in number.

Thus ends the Matrkabheda-Tantra in fourteen patalas
(chapters).

* ‘The Kaulopamg$ad 1s, asit were, the seed of the Kaula doctrine
and form of worship which is amplfied in the Kularnava and other Tantras
and Samhitas, There appear to have been differing forms of Kaula worship
as evidenced by the commentary of Lak$mSdhara on the Saundaryalahari
who was himself a Kaula and a man of great learning but spoke with severe
condemnation of some of the practices of what he calls the Uttara or
Northern Kaulas, Bhaskararaya, a man of considerable breadth of view
and tolerance, condemns any depreciation of the faiths and rites of
others'—Tantrik Texts Vol. XI, Intro. P, 4.

3. Bhogas tu trividho devi divya-vira-patukramat—;3.
Gurupatn’ guruh stksad guruputro na saméayah—s35.
[ Vide : also, $1. 3,11, 12, 33.
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